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Ford Center events
 

The 20,000-seat Ford Center, located south of the Cox 
Business Services Convention Center, is designed for 
major sporting events and can be quickly reconfigured for 
concerts, shows and exhibitions.  

The 581,000-square-foot facility meets National Hockey League 
requirements. 

Three-level spectator seating, with upholstered padded seats throughout, 
provides unobstructed view of the event floor. 

The Ford Center became, only a year after its opening, one of the nation's 
top venues for rock and country acts. During its first twelve months, it 
hosted Britney Spears, the Rolling Stones, two performances by the 
Eagles, Paul McCartney, Fleetwood Mac, the Elton John/Billy Joel tour, the 
Dixie Chicks, Tim McGraw and hometown favorite Toby Keith. 

Construction start: Spring 1999 
Opened: June 2002  
Cost: $87.7 million 

Architect: The Atkins Benham Group  
9400 Broadway Extension 
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 

General Contractor: Flintco Construction Co.  
2301 S. Prospect Avenue 
Oklahoma City, OK 73129 

The Ford Center 

slated to host the B

12 Men's 

Basketball 

Tournament in 

2007. 

The Women's 

Tournament wll be 

played across the 

street at the Cox 

Convention Center.

The MAPS Sports

Arena became the 

Ford Center in an 

April, 2002 naming

agreement with 

Oklahoma Ford 

Dealers. 

That agreement wil

produce $8.5 millio

in revenue for the 

arena over 15 year

with an option to 

extend the 

agreement even 

further. 
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Report 
(Adobe Acrobat file, 
228 KB) 

MAPS (Metropolitan Area Projects) is Oklahoma City's 
visionary capital improvement program for new and 
upgraded sports, recreation, entertainment, cultural and 
convention facilities. The projects began on December 14, 
1993, when voters approved the MAPS sales tax, and 
were completed on August 17, 2004 with the dedication 
of the Ronald J. Norick Downtown Library. 

It is believed Oklahoma City is the first city in the country to undertake a 
public facility enhancement project of this size. 

The MAPS logo represents each of the 
nine elements of MAPS: the new SBC 
Bricktown Ballpark, renovation of the 
Myriad (now Cox Business Services 
Convention Center), improvements at 
the state fairgrounds, the Bricktown 
Canal, a new Library/Learning Center, 
new trolleys, a near-rebuilding of the 
Civic Center Music Hall, improvements 
to the North Canadian River, and 
construction of the Ford Center. 

How We Paid For It 

MAPS was funded by a temporary one-cent sales tax approved by city 
voters in December 1993, and later extended an additional six months. 
The tax expired on July 1, 1999. During the 66 months it was in effect, 
over $309 million was collected. In addition, the deposited tax revenue 
earned about $54 million in interest. That's being used for MAPS 
construction, too. 

The Mayor appointed a mandated 21-member citizen oversight board 
shortly after voters approved the projects. The board reviews project 
components including financing and site location and then makes 
recommendations to the City Council. The MAPS board led the public 
review process for the MAPS Master Plan which the Council approved on 
February 14, 1995. The board was dissolved on June 22, 2004.  

Day to day operations are handled by the MAPS office, whose staff 
b   ll Cit  l  
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members are all City employees. 
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Cox Center Events
 

Renovation and expansion added more than 100,000 
square feet to the former Myriad Convention Center.  

It includes a new 25,000-square-foot ballroom and a sandstone-and-glass 
grand staircase. The interior features a subtle Native American graphic 
and indigenous materials such as granite.  

Functional upgrades include integrated audio-visual equipment, updated 
electrical and mechanical systems as well as catering facilities. A new 
convention hotel adjoins.  

The grand opening was held in August 1999. Additional roof replacement, 
exterior refurbishing and roof truss work was completed in August 2000. 

The center was renamed in 2002. 

Photos (opens in new window) 

Cox Center events  

Cost: $60 million.  

Architect: Glover Smith Bode, Inc. 
1140 NW 63rd, Suite 500W 
Oklahoma City, OK 73116 

General Contractor: Flintco Construction Co.  
2301 S. Prospect Avenue 
Oklahoma City, OK 73129 

J. L. Walker Construction, Inc. 
205 N. W. 66th street 
Oklahoma City, OK 73116 
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